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LOOKING AT A B-17 through a chain link fence 60+ years 
ago might have indicated good news for mission bound 
Ted Johnston. But it provided a strange feeling seeing it 
through a protective fence while waiting to provide "docent" 
service for visitors last year in Seattle. Ted and other 
398th members were there to "show and tell" interested 
bystanders (inside and outside the fence) all about the 
Aluminum Overcast. 

Photo by Francie Thomas, Tacoma, Washington 
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Three Taps Pages This Time 
Three inside pages carry the names of all the known 398th 

members who have passed on since returning home from 
World War II in 1945. This has been an annual FLAK NEWS 
feature since 1988. 
Taps notices may be sent to the FLAK NEWS Editor, Seattle, 
WA 98107-3165. 

Restart on "Timeless Voices" 
The second generation duets and Dave & Beez Jordan and 

Geoff & Marilyn Rice have undertaken a restart of "Timeless 
Voices." Read about this exciting production in president Wally 
Blackwell's column on Page 2. 

"Clay Pit" Story Well Received 
The October story by a former teen-age German anti­

aircraft gunner was highly received. Read comments from the 
German/American engineer who translated the story, plus 
comments by our own 398th president, along with a letter and 
photo of our "Merseburg Tree." All on Page 3. 

Flak Leaves In England Recalled 
Francis Murphy and Jim Brockman look back on those 

special "days off' from combat times called "Flak Leave." 
See Pages 5 and 9 and read about their crews' times spent 
at the Palace Hotel in Southport. Plus a skeet range special 
story by Murphy. 

Mid-Winter Dates For Reunion 
"Start Packing" is order of the day as the 398th looks 

forward to the 2007 Reunion to be held on the outskirts of 
Phoenix, Arizona. There will be tours and fun mixed with 
the usual business and fellowship during November 28-29-30 
and December 1 meeting at the Ahwatukee Grace Inn. See 
Page 3. 

"It's In That Cardboard Box" 
A story about a caring family that wanted to know about their 

Dad's World War II days before he passed on. See Page 4. 
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From The President's Desk: 

A RESTART FOR 

TIMELESS VOICES 
BY WALLY BLACKWELL 

President, 398th Bomb Group Memorial Association 

The 398th BGMA has restarted it's Timeless Voices activity that began at the 
Covington September 2003 reunion. At that time Randy Stange completed 26 
interviews with equipment and format prescribed by the Experimental Aircraft 
Association Program. 

We had volunteered to be part of EAA's 
ambitious program to record oral histo­
ries of WW II combat veterans about their 
wartime experiences. The processing of 
our Covington data into a format that 
could be useful to our own interviewees 
was underway when Randy died suddenly 
and all his expertise about the program 
in January 2006. 

The value of the Timeless Voices pro­
gram to our own data preservation effort 
has never been more evident. I am very 
happy to report that we now have a 
team effort to reconstruct and continue 
the 398th Timeless Voices program 
into the future! Actually the program 
was reactivated at the September 2006 
Livonia reunion, where the restart of 
the interviewing process was eagerly 
accepted!! 

Geoff and Marilyn Rice will do the 
setup, interviewing, recording and other 
logistics of the program. Dave and Beez 
Jordan will edit and process the video, 
and provide appropriate packaging of 
the final product. The team will be able 
to present the interviewee with a profes­
sional records on a DVD disc of archival 
quality. The DVD will play on most TV 
DVD players or on a computer equipped 
with a DVD player. 

Contributions 
Would Help Fund 

DVD Disc Program 
The cost of our Timeless Voices project 

for the camera, associated equipment and 
productions will not be insignificant. Our 
present plan is to provide one courtesy 
DVD copy to the veteran and charge 
for additional copies to him and others. 
Eventually we may be able to recover 
more costs but contributions to help fund 
the initial outlay for the project would be 

most welcome. At this time we must wait 
a bit to determine a reasonable cost per 
DVD. Donations payable to the "398th 
Bomb Group Memorial Association" with 
"Donation - Timeless Voices" noted in 
the memo section can be sent to me: 
Wally Blackwell, Rockville, MD 20850. 

WALLY & TEEDY BLACKWELL 
(And A PT-17) 

Our intent is to eventually add all the 
398th interviews to our 398th web page 
in video form so that a wider audience 
can see and hear the history of the 398th. 
In addition, it will also be useful to 
have a typed text of the interview on the 
398th web site. Our long-term goal is to 
provide copies of all the interviews to the 
archival centers with whom we have a 
long association. These would include 
EAA, the 8AF Air Force Museum, HALS 
and the National Archives. 

We are blessed with a 398th second 
generation that is working diligently to 
give us our own words of personal history 
packaged to last forever. Please give Dave 
& Beez and Geoff & Marilyn a thank you 
when you have a chance. 

A Happy New Year to ALL! 

www.398th.org 
-----------
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Pearl Harbor Finale: 

398th Still 
Going 
Strong 

The "final" remembrances of "Remem­
ber Pearl Harbor" was held in Honolulu 
on December 7, 2006, it was announced 
by Pearl Harbor Survivors Association 
president Mal Middlesworth. 

"We are all but extinct," he said. "We 
have had a celebration every five years, 
but this will have to be our last." 

The event triggered nostalgia among 
398th Bomb Group Association members, 
who have been advised that the England 
Tours probably will not be held again ... 
at least not under the same "sponsored" 
programs as before. 

In England, others are quietly laying 
plans for a Station 131 celebration in 
June 2008. Friends chairman Wilfrid 
Dimsdale has found it necessary to "step 
back" from his usual leadership role 
because of other commitments. 

Elsewhere on the 398th horizon, there 
are no plans for a "final" reunion, witness 
the story on the 2007 reunion in Phoenix. 
Also, Sharon Krause will have assumed the 
task of selecting future reunion sites, a role 
long held by Allen Ostrom with a variety 
of members on the "reunion committee." 
Ostrom said he is also "stepping back." 

"Easterners" 

Get The Dues 
It's a brand new year for FLAK NEWS 

and another opportunity for the 398th 
members living in the Northeast U.S. to 
lend support to the Association. 

The $20 individual annual dues is 
what keeps the organization alive and 
well, with the principal cost attributed to 
the publication of FLAK NEWS. 

The "Easterners" get to contribute 
this quarter, meaning those living in the 
following states -

Maine, New Hampshi re, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Is land, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Virginia, West Virginia, Delaware, 
Maryland . . .  and Washington DC. 

If the Dues Envelope happens to be 
missing, simply send your $20 to the 
Dues Manager: Dawne Dougherty, 
Harrisburg, OR 97446-9585. She will 
be pleased to accept dues and any 
other form or contribution that aids 
and abets the 398th. This includes 
changes of address, phone numbers, Taps 
announcements or Memorials. 
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Start Packing: 

Phoenix Site 

Looks Good 
NEXT REUNION 

Phoenix, Arizona Nov. 28-29-30, Dec. 1, 2007 

The "Reunion Coordinator" of the 
398th Bomb Group Memorial Association 
made a personal survey of the 2007 
reunion site last November and came 
away "thoroughly satisfied." 

The "site" is Phoenix, Arizona, and the 
mid-winter dates are November 28-29-30 
and December 1. And the specific location 
in Phoenix is in the "Ahwatukee" district, 
some 15 miles south of city center and 
about seven miles south of the Phoenix 
airport. 

The headquarters hotel for registra­
tion, business meetings, socializing, 
banquets, etc., will be the Grace Inn, a 
Southwest classic perfectly suited to the 
desert location ... and perfectly suited 
to host a collection of Flying Fortress 
veterans, their families and associates. 

A local tour company will arrange the 
sightseeing activities with help from local 
398th "kids" Gail Fisher Kessler and 
hubby Mel, who live in nearby Tempe. 

Ahwatukee, for the benefit of the map 
readers lies to the west of Mesa, Tempe, 
Chandler and Gilbert. Just off Interstate 
10 on Elliott Road. Or at the foothills of 
Phoenix South Mountain. 

A swimming pool, tennis court, excel­
lent restaurant, free pickup from the 
airport, a plaza within walking distance 
with numerous shops and ... free shuttle 
to the largest mall in Arizona. 

All that with temperatures in the low 
S0's and sunny all day ... in November. 

More reunion news in April with the 
Official Registration pages due in July. 

Start packing! 

Tours Available 

To See 'Belle 

Restoration 
For the next 10-12 years it will be pos­

sible for visitors to view the restoration­
work-in-progress of the Memphis Belle, 
the B-1 7 Fortress of 8th Air Force fame. 

The Fort is at the National Museum 
of the U.S. Air Force at Dayton, Ohio. 
Advanced pre-registration is required for 
the tours. Call 937-255-3286 ext 302. 
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Our 

Tree 

Still 

Doing 

Well 

THE 398TH went to Merseburg many times in 1944-45, and also in 
1992 as part of the England Tour, this time leaving an American 
linden tree in the heart of the city. 

"I want to thank you for your interest in the City of Merseburg for which you must 
have some painful memories. I am deeply impressed. 

"I can assure you that the tree which was planted by your B-17 bomber group 
in 1992 has grown to full size. 

"The growing of this tree symbolized the need to preserve the achievements 
of our two countries and assure a fruitful togetherness and happy future 
for us all." 

 Reinhard Rumprecht, Stadt Merseburg, Germany 
"As the German/American translator of Kurt Hesse's story, The Clay Pit,' I 

would add my thanks for publishing it in FLAK NEWS. This is the spirit that allows 
two flags to fly side by side - one for the gallantry of the combatants, their 
suffering and valor, and the other for the gracious offer of reconciliation with 
former adversaries. The flag of ultimate triumph. 

"The translation was edited with great sensitivity, honoring the war memories 
of a German kid who manned the very anti-aircraft guns you faced many 
times over Merseburg. It was two young people facing each other in the fields 
of history that neither had plowed nor sowe.d but had been sent to harvest 
their bitter fruits." 

Karl lssel, San Francisco, California 
"Thanks for publishing The Clay Pit' story in FLAK NEWS. It is rare that such 

a meaningful narrative is available for use in a WW II Bomber Group newsletter. 
The author surely gives us a unique look at WW II from the other side. He does 
well keeping the story in the perspective of what a German youth understood 
about the war that was going on. 

"We all have our memories of Merseburg activities. I remember 'visiting' there 
in my B-17 on four different times. My fifth visit there in June 1992 with our 398th 
group tour was a bit friendlier." 

Wally Blackwell, Rockville, Maryland (Presdient, 398th B.G. Mem. Assn.) 
(More Letters on Page 10.) 
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It's A Wing 
Of A Story 

The photo was taken in 1970. However, 
the story of the B-1 7 wing, the back hoe 
and three men surveying it goes back to 
1945. 

The wing (starboard) was damaged 
when a 602 crew (Ferguson) landed on 
a farm short of the Station 131 runway, 
damaging the wing as it crashed into a 
chicken coop. The damaged wing ulti­
mately found some use as a bridge across 
a drainage ditch on the Tony Clark Lang­
ley Lawn farm. 

The B-17, with a new wing, ultimately 
was flown out on Pierced Steel Matting by 
Richard Holub, using rockets beneath the 
wings (FLAK NEWS Vol. 17 No. 3). 

In the ensuing years, the old wing fell 
into the ditch and lay covered until dug 
up by Tony Clark and his sons, using a 
backhoe. Later, the Essex Aviation Group 
transported to Duxford, where it resided 
until its EAG facility closed. 

The wing now reposes at Meesden 
Bury, home of Wilfrid Dimsdale, leader 
of the Friends of the 398th. 

As for the wing's future, Dimsdale 
said -"I am open to suggestions." 

"Warsaw Cried" 
"Standing on top of the Warsaw Rising 

Museum in the center of Warsaw, I 
watched Sally B as she circled over the 
city. As I looked down on the thousands of 
upturned faces of the people in the streets 
below, and watched them marvelling at 
our B-17, I was filled with an incredible 
sense of pride. 

"This was the first time a B-1 7 had 
returned to Poland since the Uprising in 
1944. They knew it and they cried. 

"The whole city of Warsaw cried watch­
ing Sally B. I shall never forget it." 
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ELLY SALLINBOE 
Sally B Operator 

REUNION SITES 1984-2007 

398th Has Been There, Done That 
It hardly seems possible, but the 398th 

Bomb Group has navigated the United 
States over and over again these past 23 
years. All in the name of"fellowship," the 
kind earned the hard way with missions 
to some unfriendly places. 

The reunion sites have been in 22 
different states, with only Washington 
and Arizona visited twice (the second to 

Arizona coming in November 2007 .) 
The preponderance of sites have been 

east of the Mississippi River, which is 
where the majority of members reside. 
No attempt will be made to suggest 
which one was "best," suffice to say that 
the city that holds the record for best 
attendance is Nashville, where 582 came 
to "fellowship" in 1992. 

"It's In That Cardboard Box" 
It was obvious that he was dying from 

cancer and had but a brief time to live. 
"Please Dad, won't you do a journal of 

your World War II days," his children 
pleaded. They knew he never wanted to 
talk of this, being an extremely reticent 
person. 

Selmer Haakenson of Sacramento told 
his children -

"It's all in that cardboard box. Take it 
if you want it." 

Daughter-in-law Michelle began copy­
ing all his letters and other documents 

and prepared copies for his daughter and 
two sons. 

The copies, they found, included a photo 
of shreds of the parachute Selmer used in 
exiting from his B-1 7 tail position when 
shot down near Slany, Czechoslovakia. 
(See FLAK NEWS Vol. 15 No. 4.) 

The mission was recorded, as was his 
part in the drama, but to Selmer, it was 
only to place in that "cardboard box." 

To be resurrected by a caring family 
and good friend. 

This Book Is For You If ... 
You may enjoy this book called, "Brother Bob's War" ... 

• If you have counted the parachutes coming out of a doomed bomber.

• If you have experienced oxygen deficiencies, extreme cold and discomforts of
high altitude flying.

• If you have fired your 50 caliber machine guns at enemy fighters.

• If you have kept a careful tally of your missions and wondered if you would
ever get to the last one.

• If you have watched a damaged bomber straggle and unable to keep up with
the formation.

• If you have examined your plane after a raid and counted the number of Flak
holes.

All that to say that "Brother Bob's War" in hard cover will cost $19.95 or $11.95 in 
soft cover and you can order by writing Willard's Books, PO Box 45804, Omaha, NE 
68145-0804. 
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Flak Leave At Southport, England: 

Gunner Recalls R & R At Hotel 
BY JIM BROCKMAN 

(Written in 1979) 

It was the custom in the 8th Air Force 
that a combat crew, after having flown 
half or more of their combat missions, 
would be given seven days' leave. This 
time was for rest and relaxation from 
the realities of war in an atmosphere of 
peace and quiet. 

Such a place was provided for American 
airmen at Southport, England, a seaside 
city on the western English coast. 

Six of our crew had flown 27 missions, 
while four of us had flown 21. 

The ten of us boarded the train in 
Royston for our trip to Southport. We 
checked into the large hotel at which we 
would be staying and were pleasantly 
surprised at the very warm welcome that 
was extended to us. The hotel was staffed 
with American Red Cross personnel who 
made us feel at home. We were assigned 
rooms and issued civilian clothes which 
pleased us very much. Neckties were also 
presented to us, but we wore them only in 
the dining room as we wanted to appear 
as casual as possible. 

We enjoyed a good evening meal and 
went to see the town for the first time. 
There were theaters, bars, stores, restau­
rants, and pubs. We could see that there 
were not as many military personnel as 
we had expected in the city. We looked 
forward to the next seven days. 

Nighttime blackouts were also imposed 
on the city as well as other English cities. 
We again found it difficult to find our 
way around the darkened streets. After 
attending a movie and eating a snack, 
we returned to the hotel. Most of us slept 
late the next morning but arrived at the 
dining room in time to enjoy a good break­
fast which consisted of fresh eggs, toast, 
bacon, jelly and good hot coffee. 

About mid-morning, Zajic, Erickson, 
Dittmer and I rented bicycles for the 
day. The rental fee was two shillings 
each, about 40 cents in American money. 
We rode through most of the town and 
found very little automobile traffic, 
which allowed our bicycling to be much 
more fun. 

At noon we rode back to the hotel for· 
lunch. Later we pedaled for more sight­
seeing, riding to the beach nearby where 
we viewed the coastline close up for the 
first time. Erickson and I had carried our 
cameras and took photos during the trip. 
While on the beach, we persuaded some 
elderly gentleman to photograph all of us 
with each of the cameras. These photos 
are still in my possession, and every few 
years I look at them and see four young 
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A Chapter From 
Brockman Book 

The late Jim Brockman, tail gunner 
on the Milo Sponholtz crew of the 600th, 
wrote a book on his 398th Bomb Group 
experiences, primarily for his family 
and fellow crew members. It was called, 
"Journey Back To England." 

One of the chapters in his book was 
titled, "Flak Leave To Southport." This 
FLAK NEWS feature includes excerpts 
from that book. 

Others on the crew were Lou Buttaro, 
John Bush, Robert Dittmer, Edwin 
Dutra, Roger Erickson, Delmar Morgan, 
Ray Zajic and Warren Seaver. Christine 
Brockman still lives in Wills Point, 
Texas. 

fellows who were truly enjoying a few 
days away from the dangers of war. 

For each night of our stay at the 
Southport hotel, we could go to bed and 
know that the gruff-voiced orderly room 
sergeant would not call our names for 
an early morning-briefing for a mission. 
There were mornings back at our base 
when we heard him as he walked to the 
door of the hut, as we were anticipating 
his call. It became a regular routine to 
awake about 3:00 a.m., listening for his 
footsteps. If he did not appear, we kept 
waking from what should have been our 
most restful sleep from 3:30 to 6:00 a.m. 
because we were expecting his call. 

To be away from our regular routine 
and every day responsibilities was such 
a relief to us. After two or three days at 
Southport, we came to really appreciate 
the peaceful and relaxed atmosphere that 
prevailed at this seaside resort. 

Even though our stay was most pleas­
ant, my mind often reflected back to our 
base the news that had been given to us 
before leaving, concerning the German 
order to kill all 8th Air Force airmen 
who bailed out over Germany. It was my 
opinion that about 50 percent of the crews 
survived, whose planes were shot down. 
Since the Berlin raid of February 3, if 
this order was enforced by the Germans, 
our chance of surviving the war had been 
drastically reduced. It was something that 
was on the minds of all of us, even though 
we tried not to worry about it. 

During our stay at Southport, the 
weather was pleasant. We saw mostly 
cloudy skies, some fog and mild tempera­
tures. Light jackets and sweaters were 
comfortable dress. 

One night, while there, I almost became 
a traffic victim. The few cars and taxis 

NO FLAK HERE 

MEMBERS of the 600 Sponholtz crew 
pose on a bridge while enjoying "Flak 
Leave" at Southport, England, in 
1945. Left to right are Raymond Zajic, 
Robert Dittmer, Paul Erickson and 
James Brockman. Brockman wrote 
the accompanying story. 

that traveled the streets at night had 
their headlights almost completely cov­
ered due to the blackout regulations, 
and it was sometimes very difficult to see 
them approaching. The small British cars 
made very little noise at the slower speed 
which also was a handicap in detecting 
their nearness. Zajic, Dittmer, Erickson 
and I were crossing the street, and I was 
walking slightly in front of them, when 
suddenly Erickson grabbed and pulled 
me from the path of an approaching 
taxi. The moment the driver saw me, the 
brakes were applied and the rear of the 
taxi stopped directly in front of us. Had 
Erickson not grabbed me, the taxi would 
surely have hit me and perhaps have 
broken a leg. It taught me to be more 
careful while crossing streets at night 
during a blackout. 

My wife, Christine, kept all the let­
ters she received from me while I was 
overseas. Today (1996) after those many 
years, they are stored in a large cardboard 
box in the upper portion of one of our 
clothes closets. Every few years I take 
them down and read some of them again, 
reliving some memories of the past for 
a short time. In doing so, I truly realize 

Continued on Page 9 
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Abernathy, John R. Bartusiak, Leonard J. Bradley, Frederick C. Chrisman, Estil L. Daly, William J. Eichman, Eugene M. 
Adamak, Edward Bartusis, Anthony J. Brady, Jack Christofer, George Dames, John J. Eisele, Francis C. 
Adams, Eugene R. Basco, John J. Braica, Benny Christopher, Arthur C. Darcy, Lawrence Elsrod, Orville 
Adelman, Paul Bash, Claire C. Brass, Ernest H. Christos, Christy A. Darner, Leroy Elwood, Kenneth 
Adleman, Milo Basham, James Bream, Burt D. Church, Fred M. David, Paul M. Emmons, James W. 
Agnew, Harry Bassman, Fred G. Breault, Al Church, Harold M. Davidoff, Herman Engard, Robert 
Agnew, Robert Battaglia, Frank A. Breimeyer, Royal Churchill, Wesley H. Davidson, Warren Engle, George W. (Bill) 
Albert, Dwyer D. Baughman, John Brewer, Darrell F. Cifrese, Paul Davidson, Wm. H. Ensign, Col. Lewis 
Albro, Albert M. Bawduniak, John Bridges, Clarence W. Civitarese, William A. Davis, Jack Erickson, Edward H. 
Alderson, Richard Baxter, Richard Briody, James J. Clafford, Lloyd Davis, Jerald A. Erickson, Mahlon 
Alexander, Claude Bearden, Edgar Briskie, Edward F. Clament, Jesse R. Davis, John H. Erickson, Paul W. 
Alfano, John Beattie, Hugh Don Britt, Thomas F. Clark, Benjamin L. Decker, Gerald Erler, Donald J. 
Allare, John Beatty, Oscar L. Brockman, James W. Clark, Francis C. Delancey, Lawrence Evans, Clarence E. 
Allen, George E. Beavers, Cecil Brokaw,RevRaymond Clark, Joyal 0. Delbart, Raymond S. Faber, Herbert G. 
Allen, Stanley W. Beck, Charles M. Brown, Arnold W. Clarke, Atwell S. Delcamp, Clarence E. Falkenbach, John S. 
Alpert, Stanley Beck, John W. Brown, E. Logan Clarke, Walter F. Delorey, William J. Farenthold, Francis L. 
Altman, Frank Becker, John J. Brown, Hilyer (Pete) Clements, Jerauld Delorier, Joseph Farewell, Francis A. 
Alves, Alfred Becker, Max Brown, James C. Clifton, Ernest Delorimier, John B. Farley, Robert 
Alwood, Joe Beecher, Edward B. Brown, Lawrence Clyne, Harold J. Demander, John L. Farmer, Edward 
Amer, Jerry Belcher, Jess Brown, Orland D. Cochran, Curtis Desh, Herb Farmer, Jack D. 
Anaya, Alredo Bell, Marvin Brown, Paul Codan, Peter Devan, Samuel Farmer, John M. 
Anderson, Allen C. Bell, Robert Brown, Robert E. Coene, William Devlin, Steve Farnsworth, Dexter 
Anderson, Emil Bendixon, Donald L. Brown, Samuel M. Colantoni, George Dexter, Robert L. Farrell, William A. 
Anderson, Frank Benefiel, Phillip L. Brown, Sidney Colburn, Warren Dezan, Burton H. Faughn,Joe 
Anderson, Ralph Bennett, John L. Brozena, John M. Cole, Harold Dick, Russell 0. 
Anderson, Roy L. Bennett, Norville Brubaker, Franklin P. Coleman, George F. Dickhart, Clarence 
Anderson, Russell M. Benningfield, Harley 0. Brubaker, Wayne Coleman, Thomas A. Dierolf, Claude E. 
Anderson, William G. Benoe, William I. Brunke, Earl H. Coleman, Winsor DiGiuseppe, A. Gerard 
Andreko, Andrew Berggren, Cecil E. Brunsberg, Arnold Collins, Philip D. Dimich, Peter M. 
Andrews, Kenneth E. Bergsma, Norman E. Bryant, Edward M. Colvin, Charles E. Dimino, Charles A. 
Arbogast, F.E. (Phil) Bernier, Loyola A. Buchsbaum, Louis Colvin, William L. Dippel, Francis 
Ariotta, Joseph Berry, Kearie L. Buck, Chester S. Colwell, John Dixon, Gerald 
Arlin, Allen A. Berryhill, Col. Earl Buck, Herman J. Comstock, William G. Dixon, Roger E. 
Armstrong, Arthur Berthoud, Charles Buckingham, James S. Conrad, John P. Dobie, Richard 
Armstrong, Sidney A. Bestervelt, Harold J. Buckley, Francis X. Contento, John D. Doerfler, David J. 
Armstrong, Walter G. Bewley, James A. Bur, Nicholas J. Cook, Eugene I. Doerstler, Wayne 
Arndell, James Biancardi, Andrew Burke, Al Coombs, William F. Doles, Robert F. 
Arndell, James Biette, Paul W. Burris Jr., Thomas E. Coomes, Ralph S .  Dollar, James D. 
Ashour, Martin D. Bigda, Joseph Burroughs, Kirby Cooper, Beryl C. Donahue, Clifford E. 
Ashton Jr., Leonard C. Bingle, Henry Burton, John Cooper, D.G. (Bud) Donelian, Thomas 
Ashworth, Dean H. Bird, John C. Buscani, John P. Cooper, Joseph D. Donovan, George On Behalf Of A (
Atkins, James R. Bischoff, Albert J. Buschbaum, Louis Coopet, Joseph L. Dorfmeier, Donald D. 
Atkinson, Herman Bittner, Walter Bushie, Louis Corcoran, Joseph W. Dougherty, A.L. Fay,Andrew 
Atkinson, Vernon C. Blancett, Marvin Bussard, James L. Cornett, Earl M. Dougherty, Thomas E. Fedder, Gordon E. 
Atwood, Doyle Blanda, Guido Butler, John Corry, Fr. George Douglas, Gene Fender, Keith C. 
Audet, Paul E. Blankenship, G.W. Buvinger, David Corsuti, Anthony Dover, Harry J. Ferguson, Reginald C. 
Aukerman, John V. Blehm, Frederick W. Buzza, Kenneth Costanzo, William H. Downing, Robert A. Fernandez, Frank 
Aune, Arnt M. Bley, Winston Callahan, Noel Cote, Arthur Drager, Kenneth Fick, Herbert 
Austad, Kermit Blum, Lowell Cameron, Carl C. Coupart, Bernard Dreyer, Charles G. Fields, Jerome G. 
Axson, Jason M. Bobbitt, James M.S. Campbell, Edward A. Courtenay, Gordon T. Driscoll, John T. Figueria, Arthur L. 
Bacon, Adrian Boeger, Orv. W. Campbell, Tom Coville, Paul A. Duncan, John W. Fisher Jr., Clarence 
Bacon, James C. Boersma, Ted Campbell, Van B. Cowen, Harry Dunlap, Fred M. Fisher, Wilbur G. 

I Baer, Howard F. Bogard, Willard B. Campbell, Wallis L. Cowley Jr., John J. Dunn, Richard J. Fleming, Horace 
Bagley, Bernard Bogdanski, Edward J. Campdon, Alfred Cox, Howard W. Dunne, Bill Fletcher, Richard E. 
Bahling, John W. Bohn, Jack L. Cantrell, Floyd Cox, Norman Durbin, Francis Flickinger, Charles R. 

J Bailey, Adrian (Bud) Bolthouse, Charles Capen, George H. Cox, Paul E. Durtschi, William J. Flipse, David 
Bailey, Ray E. Bolton, Vencil Carlton, Donald P. Coxey, John T. Dutra, Edwin Florin, Henry 
Baird, Harold Boltz, Phillip T. Carter, Nigel Crawford, Paul Dutrow, Gordon P. Floyd, Arch C. 
Baker, Albert A. Bonanno, Salvatore Carter, Robert C. Crenshaw, Billy W. Duvall, Rev. James T. Folger, Robert 
Baker, Cova Bonjani, Bruno (Saferite crew) Crocker, Lawrence (Protestant Chaplain) Foraker, Kenneth H. 
Baker, Hermus C. Borchers, Doyle Carter, Robert C. Cron, Robert Dwyer, Wilbur S. Foster, Dean L. 
Baldwin, Mondo L. Bordonaro, Vincent L. (Watson crew) Cross, Albert B. Dwyer Jr., William J. Foster, George E. 
Ballard, Charles W. Bornstedt, John W. Carwile, Allan P. Crouch, James Ebbeson, Dr. E. Dalton Foster, Paul 
Bancroft, Joseph (Dave) Bosshart, Herbert Cason, Alfred Cubranich, Julius P. Eberhart, Jay J. Fowler, Hannibal 
Bangson, Barry D. Boswell, Marion L. Cassel, Arnold Cullinan, Stephen P. Echevarria, Jose Fowler, James 
Bankert, James Bottoms, Millard S. Castro, Edward Cummings, D.L. Eck, Harold Franceschini, Gino 
Baptist, Claude A. Bourke, Joseph E. Catterson, Kenneth L. Cundiff, Donald W. Edgell, Harry Frantz, Landis 
Barkovich, Fred Bourlon, Billy L. Cavalier, Vincent J. Curtis, Glenn Edgington, Gilbert Freel, Lawrence A. 
Barnes, Lynn W. Bowcock Jr., H. Guy Charbonneau, Francis Cutcher, James L. Edick, C. Kenneth Freeman, W. Noel 
Barnes, Mike K. Bowman, Leonard L. Chase, Lewis D. Dacon, Charles H. Edmondson, Georgie French, Ozie 
Barnhard, Joseph E. Boyes, Haskell Chesshir, Kenneth Dailey, Donald Edwards, John H. Frew, George 
Earnshaw, Thomas J. Braddock, Heyward M. Chimelewski, Raymond J. Dailey, E. Bruce Ehil, Edward Fritog, Arthur 
Bartimus, Neil R. Bradford, Oliver W. Chorba, Robert T. Dalton, Hollis Ehret, Clarence Fritz, Jack 

Page 6 FLAK NEWS - Vol. 22 No. 1 



Gates Will Open 

\ 
1 

Froelich, James S. 
Gabriel, Frank E. 
Gagnon, Glen S. 

Gallardo, Octavus 
Galloway, Robert C. 
Galloway, Robert F. 
Gardipee, Francis J. 
Garland, Jack S. 
Gary, B. 
Gasbarro, John J. 

Gates, Robert N. 
Gaulke, Gerald G. 

Gelwicks, Frank I. 

Gerber, Tom 

Gergenti, Leonard 
Gerloff, Harry 
Gerrain, Peter 
Giardano, Joe 
Gibb, Robert 

Gibbons, Marion H. 
Gibeau, Raymond 
Gibson, Charles F. 
Gillenwater, Joseph A. 
Ginsburg, Joseph 

4 Grateful Nation 

l 
_I 

Giuliano, Pete 
Gloor, John 
Godfrey, John 
Godwin, John K. 
Goldbach, Ernest 
Goldman, Gil 
Gonzales, Benito 
Gordon, Charles 
Gosse, Earl H. 
Gouveia, George 
Graff, Stephen J. 
Grange, George 
Grant, Sam 
Gray, Charles F. 
Gray, Harry E. 

Gray, Jay 0. 

Green, Norbert 
Green, Sam B. 
Greenberg, Abraham 
Greene, Richard G. 
Gregorie, Robert K. 
Gresh, Steve 
Griffin, Richard A. 
Griffo, Arthur 
Grinter, Don 

Grossman, M. 
Grothues, Al 
Gruber, Fred 

Guice, Thomas 
Guild, Herbert 
Gulledge, Thomas G. 

Gurney Jr., Julius 
Guy, Chester L. 

Hafer, George C. 

Hagedorn, Forrest (Hank) 
. Hager, Herman L. 
Hakomaki, Floyd 
Hale, Robert D. 
Hall, Joe 
Hall, Richard H. 
Hall, Walter 
Haller, John A. 

Hamacher, Ross L .  

Hammill, Frank D. 

Hammontree, Jack C. 
Hamor, William T. 
Hanauer, James 
Hancock, William C. 
Hansen, Herman J. 
Hapgood, Alfred 
Harbit, John 
Hardenburg, Harry B. 
Hardy, Arnold 

Hardy, John R. 
Harmon, Carl H. 
Harrington, Cornelius 
Harrington, Robert E. 
Harris, Arthur S. 
Hart, Karl E. 
Hart, Robert T. 
Hartman, Paul J. 
Hartsell, William S. 
Hartwell, George W. 
Hatch, Dwight 
Hatcher, Robert 
Hatten, Harold R. 
Haworth, William A. 
Haws, Thomas R. 
Hayes, Robert G. 
Haynes, Charles (Irby) 
Haynes, James T. 
Hays, Nathan B. 
Hayward, Harold D. 
Hazlitt, James R. 

Hearn, Thomas G. 
Heathcote, William C. 
Heck, Paul V. 
Hedeen, Melvin 
Heintzelman III, Harry L. 
Heitman, Paul F. 
Helms, Vernon S. 
Henagan Jr., Henry H. 
Hendrickson, William 
Henning, Frank 
Hennrikus, George 
Hentschel, Herbert G. 

Herbert, Earl 
Herbert, Robert G. 
Herbst, Carl A. 
Hereid, Selby P. 
Herman, Jacob D. 
Hernden, Raymond A. 
Herrera, Pedro 
Hesterly, Kenneth 
Hicinbothem, Franklin 
Hickey, Charles 
Hildreth, Robert 

Hill, Jack, Jack 
Hilliard, George R. 
Hineman, William 
Hines, Joseph A. 
Hinkle, Dwight 
Hoag Jr., Edward 
Hoak, William P. 
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Hobbs, John 0. 

Hoddesdon, S. Leathers 
Hogrefe, Carl H. 

Holbrook, John T. 

Holloway, Edwin C . 

Holloway, James B. 
Holmes, Blair 
Holmes, William J. 
Holmly, Lester 
Holstead, James 
Hopp, Frank J. 

Horton, Paul A. 
Horvath, Steve 

Houchins, Harry 

Hough, Luther 
Hovden, Roger 
Howard, Grant 
Howden, Ross I. 
Hoyne, Earl K. 

Hreachmack, Joseph 
Hudson, Herman D. 
Huesman, Henry A. 
Huey, Elbert P .  
Hughes, Byron B. 
Hunnicutt, Elzie 
Hunsaker, Edwin F. 
Hunt:, Mack 
Hunter, Charles F. 
Hunter, Dr. Lewis B. 
Huntington, Sam 

(Honorary Member) 
Huntzinger, Ed 
Hush, Robert 
Hussey, Roy 
Hutchinson, John L. 

Hyland, Gervase (Gerry) 
Ilko, George M. 
Inman, Willie H. 
Isdahll, Chester R. 
Jssenmann, Francis J. 
Jackson, Leroy K. 
Jackson, Paul K. 
Jakovak, Joseph 
Jans, Jerome T. 
Jarman, Gordon 
Jeffries, Kenneth V. 
Jellen, Anthony J. 
Jellison, Elwell S. 
Jendrezweski, Ray 
Jenkins, James 
Jennings, George W. 
Jerominski, Edward V. 
Jessop, Richard B. 
Johanson, Dennis 
Johnson, A.G. 

Johnson, Floyd E. 
Johnson, Gene 
Johnson, Harold D. 
Johnson, Warren 
Jones, Andrew 

Jones, Charles T. 
Jones, George D. 
Jones, Ira 
Jones, William H. 

(Florence AL) 
Jones, William H. 

(Olympia WA) 
Jordan, Edward C. 
Jordan, William F. 
Jorgenson, Chilton H. 

Kaminski, Joseph 
Kantor, Philip 
Karnell, Peter J. 

Karner, Fred 

Kastner, Alfred E. 
Katz, Harry 
Kauffman, Kenyon G. 
Kautz, Albert 

Kautz, Robert 
Kavanaugh, Dr. William R. 
Kay, Allen 
Kearney, Earl 
Keene,Raymond 
Kellogg, Asahel 
Kelly, Jerome F. 
Kelly, Dr. Robert 

Kenyon, Donald E. 

Keown, George E. 
Kerr, Walter H. 
Kershaw, Leon R. 
Keyes, Frank T. 

Kidd, Donald W. 
Kilby, William C. 
Kimball, Dale 
King, Charles E. 
King, Donald 
Kircher, Carl 
Kirscher, John E. 
Kiser, Kenneth 
Kite, Dallas E. 
Klatte, Earl W. 
Klatzkin, Nathan 
Klimasczfski, Victor 

(Klemens) 
Klingenhoffer, John 
Klix, George A. 
Kneuer, Arthur T. 
Knife, Percy 

(Honorary Member) 
Knight, George N. 
Kohut, Charles 
Kolafa, John 
Kolb, Kenneth 
Konie, Ernie 
Kotte, Norman E. 

Kozak, Stephen V. 
Kram, Ralph 

Kramer, Harvey 
Kramer, Virgil F. 
Krause, John J. 
Krebs, Eugene F. 
Kritchman, Archie 

Krizan, Joseph M. 
Kroh, Charles H. 
Kuck, Homer R. 
Kuenneth, George W. 
Kunkel, John 
Kurish, Rudolph J. 

Kypta, Harold A. 
Labat, Lionel L. 
Lachman, Russell 
LaCoste, Ernie 
Lake, William J. 

Lake, William S. 
Lamar, John W. 

Lamiell, James C. 
Land,Don 
Landolfi, Gregory A. 
Landrie, William H. 
Landrum, Francis S. 

Lang, Fredrick 
Langford, Ray 
Lanich, Edward R. 

Lassegard, Leroy 
Latrenta, Peter 
Latson, Harvey 

He the pear-ly gates will o - pen, 

Laubernds,Lawrence 
Laufer, Marvin 

LeDoux, Ray J. 
Leemon, Don 

Leonard, Gene 
Leukhardt, Roy 
Levy, David 
Lewis, David W. 

Leyva, Daniel 
Libertucci, Peter 
Licker, Herbert 
Like, Waldean 
Lindo, Fred 

Lindomen, Edwin 

Linke, Walter J. 
Locy, John 

Long, Douglas 
Long, Emory 
Long, Richard L. 
Lorence, Clarence R. 
Lorenz, Leo 
Lorett, Leon G. 
Loss, Ralph H. 
Loveless, Harold 
Lovely, Robert 
Lowe, Donald B. 
Lowe, Jessup (Dave) 
Lowe, Lloyd F. 
Lucas, Wilbur F. 
Ludlam, Charles W. 
Luizzi, Sam 

Lundy, Douglas M. 
Lusk Jr., Walter A. 
Lutz, Joseph 
Luukinen, Albert L. 
Lydic, Eugene (Pick) 
Lynch, Floyd 
Lyons, Bill 
Mackey, Frank 
Macklin, Roy D. 
MacPhail, Basil 
Macyda, Frank 

Madden, Edward F. 
Madlung, Jack 
Magnan, Mark 
Maher, Jere L. 

Mahlum, Clayton 
Mallory, Jack D. 
Maloney, Clarence E. 
Mann, Douglas 
Manos, M. John 
Manzi, Jerry 
Mapel, Donald E. 

Marabeas, Nick 
Marchbanks, Tom 

Marfilius, Elmer H. 
Markley Jr., William C. 
Marsh, Walter E. 
Marshall, Richard 
Martin, George A. 
Martinek, Emil J. 

Martone, August J. 
Martorella, Angelo 
Maryott, Dana 
Masino, Louis 
Massey, Frank 
Masters, Marvert 
Mates, Stanley 
Matheis, Melville J. 

Matheson, Burton 
Matthews, Tom 
Mattson, George 
Maudsley, Donald R. 

Maxfield, John F. 
May, John M. 
Mayers, Joseph W. 
Mayhall, James 
Mazzanti, Eugene P. 

McAllister, John G. 
McCormack, Edward J. 
McCoy, Wayne 

Mccurdy, Robert G. 
McDougall, Harry T. 
McGeorge, George R. 
McGinty, Henry 

McGlaun, Raymond 

McGovern, Raymond 

Mciver, Lawrence 
McLaughlin, Garvin 
McLaughlin, Ken E. (Bud) 
McLaughlin, Robert J. 
McLaughlin, William A. 
McMenamin, John A. 
McMichael, Robert D. 
McMichael, Robert F. 
McMillan, Billy J. 
McMurray, Quentin 
McNalley, J.F. 
McNeil Jr., Claude A. 
McQuitty, Charles 
Meador, Olan E. 
Meden, Frank 
Meingast, Joe 
Mellis, Charles J. 
Melson, Rufus 
Melville, Tudor 
Melvin, Ernest C. 
Menzel, Arnold 
Merchant, Charles A. 
Merritt, Charles A. 
Merritt, Donald 
Mertz, Eugene R. 
Metz Jr., Charles D. 
Meyers, Russ 
Miceli, Gaspera (Bob) 
Michael, Robert D. 
Miles, Alex 
Miller, Charles J. 
Miller, John H. 
Miller, John J. 
Miller, Lester R. 
Miller, Lewis M. 
Miller, Mike C. 
Miller, Paul 
Miller, Samuel B. 
Miller, Walter F. 
Miller, Walter F. 
Mills, Leonard P. 

Mills, Richard (Rocker) 
Mitchell, George 
Molesworth, Robert W. 
Monagin, Gerald W. 
Money, Arnold 
Moon, Andrew 
Moore, Randolph 
Moore, Vincent 
Morauer, Richard 
Moretti, Raymond J. 
Morneau, Edward T. 
Morris Jr., Stacey 
Morrison, Donald L. 

Morrison, Preston R. 
Morrison, Robert B. 

Morrison, Russell 
Moss, Latrelle R. 

Continued on Page 8 
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Soon Not One Man Will Be Left 
(Continued from Page 7) 

Motsenbocker, H.D. Petersen, Tracy J. Ruboski, John A. Slawson, Thomas G. Taylor, Arthur R. Watson, Leland A. 
Motter, William F. Peterson, Christian Rudrud, Norman V. Sleaman, Harry Taylor, Emmett Lee Weatherwax, C.D. 
Mudloff, Arthur F. Peterson, Paul M. Rush, Donald E. Smerko, Joseph Taylor, Franklin Weaver, Wayne 
Mullaney, Justin P. Peterson, Raymond Russell, Houston R. Smith, Clarence Teague, Herbert Webb, John J. 
Mullin, Peter Petska, Albert M. Ryan, James B. Smith, Coy Templeton, Robert A. Weeks, Charles 
Mullins, John A. Pfeiffer, Robert Ryan, Dr. John P. Smith, Donald E. Terbieten, Dr. Urban Weiler, Frank 
Mummert, William S. Pichette, Albert W. Ryan, Michael 0. Smith, Forest C. Terrion, Leo W. Welder, Leo J. 
Mundhenke, Roland D. Pierzchala, Benjamin J. Ryan, William J. Smith, Frank Thacker, Ike Welence, Edmund W. 
Murphy, Arthur B. Pilarcik, Andrew Ryle, Raymond S. Smith, Harold Thibault, Roland Wells, Burton B. 
Mutz, J.H. Pintek, Joe Sable, Donald E. Smith Jr., Harry 0. Thomas, Henry Wells, David 
Myers Jr., Reuel Poole Jr., Walter W. Sachs, Stanley Smith, Herbert E. Thomas, Howard (Honorary Member) 
Nadel, Saul Poston, Brian A. Saglin, Carl 0. Smith, John E. Thompson, Lowell Wernecke, Vonnerlin 
Naioti, John F. Poston, Carl W. Sass, Samuel Smith, Oscar J. Thompson, Oakley J. Weymer, Horace (Hank) 

Namey, John Potashkin, Herbert Sawyer, Hiram N. Smith, Paul W. Thompson, Robert Wheeler, William J. 
Naragon, Daniel J. Powell, John Schaal, Arthur H. Smith, Ralph D. Thompson, Williams H. Wheeless, H.A. 
Nash, George N. Powell, Olin H. Schallert, Maurice Snyder, Frank A. Thomson Jr., Frank M. White, Victor H. 
Neidringhaus, M.A. (Bud) Powell, San Schantzbach, John H. Sorensen, Philip G. Thorne, James M. Whitehead, Fred A. 
Neill, David S. Prettyman, William B. Schapiro, Joseph S. Sorrell, Glenn M. Thorsen, C. Edward Whitman, Fred 
Nejaski, Leroy Pricer, Jene L. Schmalz, Karl W. Southwick, Earl J. Thumbler, Walter L. Whorton, James H. 
Nelson, Gene Priestley, William T. Schmid, John F. Sowby, Lindsay W. Tilden, George I. Wickam, James E. 
Nelson Jr., Harry Procopio, Mario Schmidt, Richard H. Spain, Edwin F. Tillman, Wally Wickman, Walter 
Nelson, J.C. Proctor, Reginald L. Schneider, John Spaw, Elmer Tillotson, Albert Wierney, Joseph 
Nelson, Orville Pryor, Gailliard S. Schoen, Ernest A. Spear, Charles F. Timm, Wilber D. Wiggins, Robert E. 
Nemer, Marshall Puthoff, Lewis A. Schoener, George W. Sponholtz, Milo Tolbert, Joseph F. Wight, Bill V. 
Newbrough, Kenneth Pyles, Robert F. Schofield, James Stachura, Bob Tomaino, Antonio J. Wilde, George J. 
Newman, Elvis M. Pysson, Albert Schroeder, Allyn Stacy, Nick Tone, Emmett W. Williams, Frank J. 
Nichols, James J. Quick, Guy C. Schultz, Willia\Jl P. Stahlman, Philip H. Totter, Joseph H. Williams, James R. 
Nilles, Donald C. Quinn, John A. Schumacher, Alphia H. Staley, Edmund E. Townsend, Charles Williams, William C. 
Noble, Earl Quinn, Stephen R. Schwerer, George J. Stallings, Harold Townsley, Kenneth Williamson, Delmar 
Nolan, Robert Radnedge, William B. Scofield, Frank C. Stanbrough, Claude Tracey, Claude W. Williamson, Rufus C. 
Norby, William Rammer, Robert E. Scott, Ernest D. Stange, Raymond P. Trask, Gerald E. Wilson, Claude 
Notorpole, Robert J. Ramsbottom, Manson Scott, Norman T. Stankiewicz, Charles Travers, John T. Wilson, J. Herbert 
Nulf, Larry Randol, Frank J. Scott, R.F. Starkey, Robert P. Treff, Lee M. Wilson, William C. 
Nungesser, Arthur H. Rau, Charles A.J. Scott, Roscoe H. Staskiel, Stanley Triebwasser, Sidney Wilson, William R. 
O'Brien, John W. Rayes, Charles J. Scott Jr., Talma A. Steele, Charles H. Trigher, Sidney K. Wimer, William C. 
O'Brien, Robert A. Reaves, Eugene W. Scott, Tom B. Steele, Kenneth M. Troost, H.M. Wineman, Edward C. 
O'Brien, Robert J. Rebillot, Robert C. Seacord, John Steele, Robert E. (Bob) Tryon, William V. Winkler, Raymond A. 
O'Connell, Danny Redican, Francis M. Seal, Charles F. Steen, Leo W. Tucker, Frank Winslow, Raymond L. 
O'Doherty, James S. Rehme, Howard W. Seaver, Warren Steinberger, Edwin Turner, Mark Winters, Raymond W. 
Oeder, Robert M. Reid, Perry Sebastian, Clyde Stelmach, Walter Tynes, Thomas C. Wintersteen, Jack 
Offutt, Marion Rex, John H. Seibert, Earl W. Stephens, James Uhl, Robert G. Withers, Horace 
Oliver, James Rhoten, Mack Hall Selevan, Arthur Sternadel, Robert L. Ullman, Robert A. Wohleber, John M. 
Olson, Otto Riccio, Michael Self, Clifton L. Stetter, Paul J. Ullom, Robert E. Wolfe, Leonard 
Ongley, Bert Rich, James T. Selgrath, John Stevens, John F. Ulstad, Duane E. Wood, Marvin J. 
Osborn, John W. Richardson, Robert A. Sellers, Lyndell Stewart, Edward S. Unkel, Rudolph E. Woodcock, William 
Oswalt, D. Stewart Rickabaugh, Ronald Severson, Eldon B. Stickel, Robert F. Unverzagt, Daniel Woodham, Warren 
Otto, William M. Riley, Erwin J. Shadroui, Alfred Stiles, Jack Upmeier, Tom Woodmansee, D.A. 
Ottum, Howard W. Riley, Howard K. Shaffer, W.A. Stitz, Thomas Vale, William G. Woodring, Dave 
Overton, James B. Ritter, Robert Sharp, Leland A. Stockman, A.J. Vanderlick, William Woodruff, Clinton L. 
Overton, Vernon Robb, William F. Sharpe, Milton C. Stombaugh, C.E. VanDyke, Donald J. Woods, Mark 
Overturf, Thomas V. Roberts, Herman Shaw, Albert W. Stone, Warren VanPelt, Richard J. Woodson, Harold 
Owens, Blaine Roberts, Jack Shaw, Donald Stout, Phern Veech, Evart M. Woodson, Woodrow 
Page, Albert E. Roberts, S.D. Sheely, Roy M. Stout, Plato Vela, George E. Woolf, James A. 
Painschab, Joseph H. Robertson, Robert Sherrod, Fred Stovall, Lloyd Veley, Les Woolley, Robert A. 
Palant, Samuel Robins, Charles W. Shields, William Louis Strickrott, Carl J. Vernet Jr., Waldemar Woosley, Harry 
Palmer, Charles P. Robinson, Donald E. Shimek, Albert J. Stripling, Aaron M. Vicha, Raymond A. Worrell, Floyd G. 
Pappas, Venizelos G. Robinson, Hal D. Shirk, Charles W. Strnad, Frank Vincent, Robert W. Wralstad, George E. 
Paris, Archie Rockstroh, Kenneth J. Shoptow, George Strohschein, Wallace Vines, John H. Wright, Ellsworth S. 
Parrish, Lewis E. Rogers, Linn R. Shott, Ned E. Struckmeyer, Tom Vredenburg, Donald A. Wright III, Parke 
Parsons, B.H. Rohrback, William A. Shreve, Eli Studor, Howard P. Waaramaa, Authur Wright, Warren H. 
Passmore, Joseph Rohrer, Richard (Rip) L. Siegenthaler, Anthony F. Suggett, Walter Waldbauer, Charles A. Wright, William M. 
Paugh, Thomas E. Rolfes, George Sighting, William M. Sullivan, Rev. Walter B. Waldman, Benjamin I. Wymer, Kenneth M. 
Paxson, Theodore E. Roller, Norman Sigsworth, John R. (Catholic Chaplain) Walker, Robert L. Yip, Judge James S. 
Payne, Claude N. Rooney, Pete Silk, James E. Sundheim, Lloyd Walkup Jr., Charles A. Young, Donald R. 
Payne, Marshall M. Roper, Leroy Sillin, James C. Sutton, Barney M. Wallrath, Raymond Zackman, William W. 
Peach, Tom Rose, Arthur Simeral, Robert Swan Jr., Neil Walter, R.N. Zagelow, Larry 
Peek, Kenneth R. Rosenberg (Ross), Sirota, Ben Swed, Morris F. Walthall, Ernest Zajic, Raymond J. 
Penders, Robert Robert S. Sistek, Anton A. Sweet, Dr. Robert Ward, John Zampetti, Dr. Herman 
Pendleton, Charles B. Rosenzwieg, Harold Skarda, Joseph Swift, David Waring, Leonard H. Zawatsky, Walter F. 
Penland, Joe Ross, Dwight E. Skellinger, Walt Szubka, Sigmund Warren, Alfred Zeller, Lou 
Perkins, Guy Ross, Gaylord Skinner, William G. Tacker, Laurence J. Warren, Gene L. Zimmerman, Leland 
Perrou, Ed Ross, Murray L. Skjod, Delbert J. Tangney, James W. Wasserman, Charles Zoldy, Eugene 
Perry, Arthur M. Rossi, James H. Slavin, Aaron Tatchio, Orrin R. Watkins, Sam Zwaanstra, Williams P. 
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"Somewhere 
In England ... " 

WILLS POINT, TEXAS ( 1945) -
S/Sgt. James W. Brockman, husband of Mrs. 

Christine Brockman of Wills Point, recently 
en joyed a recess from serial warfare at an Air 
Service Command rest center, and English 
seaside resort hotel. 

Here Sgt. Brockman lounged in restful 
atmosphere of this vacation land hostelry and 
was provided with every type of recreational 
facility. American atmosphere and all the 
touches of home are provided by the American 
Red Cross, copartners with the Air Service 
Command. 

After seven days he went back to his combat 
station ready to play his part once again in the 
air battle supporting the Allied march across 
Germany. Sgt. Brockman has completed 21 
missions over Nazi-dominated Europe. 

FLAK LEAVE 
Continued From Page 5 

how we were blessed during those years. 
The Lord has carried me through the 
dangers of war, brought me home to my 
family and has given us five wonderful 
children, along with my spiritual and 
material blessings. Experiencing a war 
taught me to not take life for granted, but 
to accept it as a gift from God and to give 
Him something in return. 

The seven days at Southport seemed 
to pass very swiftly. On February 14, 
1945, we prepared for our departure the 
next day back to our Northampstead 
base. Our civilian clothes were checked 
in and once again we donned our military 
uniforms and made ready for our trip 
the following morning. We arrived at our 
base the following afternoon. Again, to 
face the reality of war. 

A Dollar vs Pound 
Learning 
Experience 

FLAK NEWS editor Allen Ostrom, 
part of the 603 Warren Johnson crew, 
also visited Southport as part of the Flak 
Leave program and recalls his first "seri­
ous" learning experience with English 
currency. 

Forgetting that a British £ (then) was 
worth four US$, he paid "way too much" 
for a gold ring with "a diamond and a 
couple of blue stones." 

That ring is now being worn, 62 years 
later, by daughter Aleta. "I guess it was 
a good buy, after all," he says. 
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THE PALACE HOTEL IN SOUTHPORT, ENGLAND 
In World War II It Was A "Flak Leave" Hotel For Airmen 

Photo courtesy of Francis Murphy 

It Was "Frank Buck Day" 
At The 398th Skeet Range 

BY FRANCIS MURPHY 
Navigator/ Bombardier, David Swift crew, 603 

The kid was about 11 years old, and after watching me shooting clay pigeons on the 
skeet range, the boy asked me if I wanted to shoot some rabbits. 

I told him, "Sure," and I followed him 
over to this large field, in the midst of 
which he called a "copse," or a fair sized 
clump of trees in the middle. 

He posted me at the further end and 
he went to the other, where he took off 
his shirt and began running like crazy, 
all the time yelling and whipping the 
shirt around in the air. 

While waiting I had noticed that the 
entire area was honey-combed with holes. 
Well, soon enough rabbits by the dozens 
began scattering before the kid, fleeing 
for their lives ... right to where I stood 
ready with my shotgun. 

As I blazed away I fantasized that 
I was Frank Buck, the great African 
hunter and I was shooting at tigers 
and buffaloes and the kid was my ever 
faithful Sabu. 

After I bagged about 20 rabbits, the kid 
asked what I wanted to do with them. I 
had no answer, but the boy volunteered to 
take them home. "My mother will make 
rabbit stew for you Yanks." 

And sure enough, back he comes the 
next day with a big kettle of stew. Need­
less to say, I was the super star at our 
hut that day. 

Turns out that the kid's father was the 
game warden for Nuthampstead, so it 
seemed only fair that I should do some 
"grass roots lend lease" and give the kid 

(and his game warden father) a generous 
amount of 398th shotgun shells. 

As for the Flak Leave experience, I 
must give credit to our pilot, Dave Swift. 
He had quite a gift of gab and at the 
end of our week at Southport he got us a 
week's extension. 

We had no feeling of dereliction of duty, 
knowing that the Luftwaffe and Flak 
gunners would still be there when we got 
back. They were. 

THIS IS THE insignia worn by RAF 
airmen who were shot down over 
enemy territory, but managed to walk 
back_ A replica of this "Boot & Wing" 
was sent to Harry Overbaugh by 
Czech friends after he was shot down 
over Pilsen on the Last Mission, April 
25, 1945. (He walked out.) 
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Letters, Letters 
The letter came from Noorbeek, Holland, and it was addressed 

to Gertrude Neff of Lexington, Virginia -

"A few days ago we came home from our vacation in France 
and found your nice letter. We were touched by it. 

"Recently we adopted the grave of Bill Wickens at Margraten 
American Cemetery and then began to seek information 
on him through the 398th Association, the War Orphan 
Organization and others in Belgium and England. And as the 
widow of Wickens' pilot (Bill Wells) you gave us very emotional 
information and photos. Thank you. 

"We visited Wickens' grave on September 10 along with others 
from the 398th. It was touching to see the photos of the young 
men who gave their lives for our freedom. 

"They gave so many beautiful tomorrows for my beautiful 
today." 

J.P. Wyers, Noorbeek, Holland 

"I noted the FLAK NEWS comment on Bill Wickens and the 
Wyers family of Holland and I will send them a thank you note 
for their thoughtfulness. 

"Wickens was on that 'glamorous' crew that toured the U.S. 
on bond drives before going overseas. Included was a visit to 
Cuba (FLAK NEWS Vol. 6 No. 3). 

"They all moved into my hut in the 600th and we all got along 
just fine. Eventually I finished my tour and said my good-byes. 
But Bill stopped me and said -

" 'Please call my wife and tell her I love her and will be home 
soon.' I promised I would do this. 

"Before I left England I got word that Wickens' plane had 
been shot down (April 8, 1945). My promise to call really worked 
on me as I left for home. 

"After arriving home, a month's furlough and new assignment, 
I finally called her and gave her Bill's message. She repeatedly 
asked if he was still alive, but I could not say that and I 
agonized over this for a long time. 

"I never talked to her again and I often wondered how she 
made out. Now, I can say 'thank you' to the Wyers family for 
looking after Bill." 

Lou Stoffer, Centralia, Washington 

"Thirty years ago my father told me of the forced landing of 
B-17 No. P-843 in Soumagne (near the American Cemetery at 
Liege). I was happy to find the story of that 
crash on your 309th.org on the web. 

"It was about the Byron Magness crew, 
written by co-pilot Robert Dee, 601 crew. (Also 
see FLAK NEWS Vol. 11 No. 1.) I can now tell 
the story to my wife, Veronique and daughters 
Vicky and Sarah and their teacher, Mr. Patrick 
Vierstraete. 

"My father witnessed the crash landing and 
was able to direct the Americans to the site, 
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p 
happily in U.S. occupied Belgium. Thank you very much for 
what you all have done for the freedom of the Belgian people 
during the war." 

Luke R. Delfosse, Soumagne, Belgium. 

(Navigator Ed Arbuthot enclosed $30 to pay for Delfosse's 
subscription to FLAK NEWS.) 

"I had the opportunity to take a ride on the B-17 'Fuddy 
Duddy' last summer. It had been a dream of mine to be able to 
do this and to sit in the bombardier seat as my father had and 
to see what he had seen so many years before. 

"I cannot even begin to explain the emotions that washed over 
me in that flight. I only wish that my father was still alive so I 
could have shared that flight with him. Unfortunately, he 
passed 
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Waist Gunners 

The waist windows of the Fortress provided excellent defense 
stations; however, great skill or good luck was required to 
obtain strikes on an enemy fighter hurtling past. The waist 
guns were an important defense feature of the B-1 7 formations, 
combining the open lateral areas with a gauntlet of massed 
firepower. 

The waist gunners had flak helmets, flak suits and an armor 
plate contoured to the curve of the fuselage below the windows 
as their only protection from the flak and bullets. Standing at 
their guns, their bodies filled a larger target area than was the 
case for the rest of the crew, who were sitting or kneeling. 

B-1 7's carried two waist gunners; each protected his respective 
side of the aircraft. Waist gunners incurred the largest number 

of casualties of all the Fortress crew positions. Early waist 
gunner positions were directly across from each other, often 
causing the gunners to bump into one another and getting 
entangled in each other's oxygen lines. Later, the positions 
were staggered, giving the gunners greater mobility. On early 
B-17's, waist window coverings were on slide rails and had to 
be opened before combat so the guns could be swung out from
their stowed positions. 

Improvements introduced on the B-l 7G mounted the guns 
to the inner frame of the windows and were enclosed with 
a permanent Plexiglas covering, which meant the gunners 
didn't have to stand in the freezing slipstream, as in earlier 
models. 

This pres�ntation is part of a living History created by the 
Arizona Wing of the Commemorative Air Force, Mesa, Arizona. 
The last crew position (tail) will be presented in a future issue. 
Special thanks to the CAF and the Sentimental Journey. 

www.398th.org 
-----------

away in 2003 (Edward B. Beecher, 601, Roper crew). 
"Instead, I carried the photo of his crew with me so they could 

fly together one more time. It was a honor to share this flight 
with several 'old timers.' Thanks to all for the opportunity of 
a lifetime. I now have a better understanding of the look that 
would come over him as he tried to explain to me his love of 
flying and the B-17." 

Linda R. Larson, Ashland, Wisconsin 
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BRIEF-things 
The request last year for a copy of FLAK NEWS Vol. 2, No. 2 

revealed that LOTS of members have all their newsletters since 
1986; the editor got his copy even though he had the wrong 
telephone number listed (he is also the proof reader) ... our 
ever-alert historian, Lee Anne Bradley, bought ($11) a copy 
of the 600th Squadron Christmas Menu (Rapid City, ND) on 
eBay; she is still looking for the 601 Menu to round out the 
collection for Jack's Books; can anybody out there help? ... the 
FLAK NEWS mailing of last October was 1292, not too bad, 
considering that 400 members have been "cut" for non:payment 
of dues, plus 45 more added to the Taps list since last year ... 
veterans opting for B-17 rides (Aluminum Overcast & others) 
agree, "I never remembered that it was so noisy!" ... his Czech 
friends sent Harry Overbaugh an RAF "Boot & Wing" badge 
(Fly Over, Walk Back) ... our Friend in England, Malcolm 
Osborn, is joining the FLAK NEWS editor in assembling 
material for a "grand" exhibit of WW II bomber bases in East 
Anglia ... Director Lew Burke thought he had a lifetime job as 
VP of his Virginia Chapter of the 8AFHS only to learn otherwise 
(they made him president) ... there is something special about 
swimming (and golfing) in mid-winter, which is what will be 
possible at the November reunion in Phoenix (start packing) ... 
the Grand Canyon will not be among the 398th tours, but 
individual tours to the Canyon and elsewhere can be arranged 
with the tour company (All Aboard America!) ... 601 pilot 
Bruce Binger and his navigator, Richard Windtniller, were 
presented rides on the Aluminum Overcast in California last 
year by son Erik Windmiller of Washington, DC (what a great 
gift!) ... if you live in a condo, please know that it is now "legal" 
for you to fly the American flag from your premises; (President 
Bush signed the Flag Act of 2005 last summer) ... it's a bit late 
now, of course, but Group Navigator Harold Brown wishes the 
Wing (1945) people had selected one of"our own" like Simeral, 
Miller or Daily as Col. Hunter's replacement (instead of 
Ensign) ... Wally, our president, manages rather well in big 
time company - a few years ago he was in the same photo 
with Queen Elizabeth in England and last fall was within 
"shouting distance" of President Bush while attending the 
dedication of the Air Force Memorial in DC ... the Aluminum 
Overcast is currently in the "barn" at Oshkosh, but you can 
look for a Spring Tour Schedule in the April FLAK NEWS ... 
feeling old as a WW II veteran? Remember, there are some 14 
vets from WW I days still living, all well over 100 ... the editor 
and all the 398th officers join in saying "thanks" for the many 
Christmas and New Year's greetings received from members 
and friends all around the world, ... feeling "crew lonely?" So 
are the "Doolittle Raiders" - only 16 of the 80 on the 1942 
raid are still living ... your Editor was in L.A. at the time and 
the Herald Express headline said - "Doolittle Dood It," 
picking up on a Red Skelton radio skit ... the Sally B Folks 
tell us that the American Air Museum at Duxford supplied 
England's only flying B-17 with about $20,000 worth of gasoline 
for the plane's 2006 displays, which included an "emotive" tour 
to Warsaw, Poland (see Page 4) ... until recently it was believed 
that John McCormick (602) was the only 398th'er to go on 
and fly the B-36, but the obit of Bob Morrison, navigator on 
the 600 Slavin crew, revealed that he navigated on both the 
B-36 and B-29 for SAC before joining NASA and the space 
program ... the Senate's "Stolen Valor Act" makes it a crime 
to falsely claim to be a recipient of a military decoration or 
medal ... ten thousand apologies to Don Dunn, who WAS 
at the Livonia reunion last September but whose photo was 
misidentified in the 603 group photo ... FLAK NEWS does not 
have a Blackberry, Bluetooth, Razr, or Verizon Chocolate by LG 
in four "flavors," but the U.S. Mail comes almost every day ...
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398th Bomb Group PX 
(The Second Generation) 

QTY 

CLOTHING 

ORDER FORM 

ITEM 

T-Shirt, black, "398th BG Flying Fortress"
T-Shirt, navy, with B-17 front view
T-Shirt, gray, with with logo on back
T-Shirt, olive, with Triangle W
Denim Shirt, long sleeve, 398th logo

(S, M, L, XL XXL, please indicate size) 
Golf Shirts, embroidered Triangle W 

60% cotton, 40% poly mesh 
Mens, light blue, white, S-XL 
Ladies, light blue, S-XL 

(please indicate size & color) 

CAPS 
Black, with logo (indicate 600, 601, 602, 603) 

BOOKS (All books postpaid.) 
Fortresses Over Nuthampstead (Bishop) 
398th History (1946, photo copy) 
"Remembrances" (1989, photo copy, Ostrom) 
"WW II Odyssey" (Frankhouser) 
"The Youngest Crew" (Wagner) 
"Hell From Heaven" (Streitfeld) 

JEWELRY 
Squadron lapel pins 

(indicate 600, 601, 602, 603) 
Group lapel pin (Hell From Heaven) 

LOGOS 
Squadron Patch (indicate 600, 601, 602, 603) 
B-17 Jacket Patch (rectangular)
8th Air Force Patch

PHOTOGRAPHS & PRINTS 
"Clearing & Colder" (8x10) 
"Clearing & Colder" (14x17) 
Anstey Stained Glass Window (11x17 

includes list of comrades Killed in Action) 
Aluminum Overcast (8x10) 
"Sunset at Nuthampstead" (8x10) 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Bumper Sticker (black) 
Blue Ink Pen (398th imprints) 
License Plate Frame (398th imprints) 
Book Marker 
WW II Coloring Book (with crayons) 
Tote Bag (20x15, black, with logo) 

Cost of Items ordered 
Delivery and Handling add $4.00 

or $5.00 if order is over $20.00 

UNIT 
COST TOTAL

$12.00 ---
$12.00 __ _ 
$12.00 __ _ 
$12.00 __ _ 
$28.00 __ _ 

$25.00 __ _ 
$25.00 __ _ 

$8.00 __ _ 

$65.00 _ __ 
$20.00 __ _ 
$30.00 __ _ 
$19.00 __ _ 
$19.95 --­
$19.95 ---

$5.00 __ _ 

$5.00 __ _ 

$6.00 __ _ 
$4.00 __ _ 
$6.00 _ __ 

$10.00 __ _ 
$30.00 __ _ 
$4.00 __ _ 

$2.00 __ _ 
$7.00 __ _ 

$3.00 __ _ 
$5.00 __ _ 
$5.00 __ _ 
$5.00 __ _ 
$4.00 _ __ 
$8.00 __ _ 

$ __ _

$ __ _

Total$ ___ _ 

Name ___ _____ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____ _ _  _ 

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ 

City _ _ _ _ _ _ ____ State _ _  ZIP ____ _ 

Telephone ___________________ _ 

Make check payable to "398th Bomb Group PX." Mail completed order 
form and check to Carolyn Widmann, Noblesville, IN 46062-7150, 
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